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infrastructure and agreements at low, long-
term interest rates. With these capacities,
TVA has created a powerful supplement to
state and local efforts to attract capital in-
vestment and jobs into the Tennessee Valley.
It works well. The Great Lakes basin would
benefit from this TV A approach.

Conclusion. When conceiving the TVA,
President Franklin D. Roosevelt focused on
equity. What FDR challenged was an in-
equality that was out of control between
capital and labor and also between the re-
gions of the United States, particularly the
Southern and Appalachian regions. FDR
closed much of this inequality—both be-
tween people and between regions. Since the
early 1980s, the inequalities between the few
and the many, the coasts and the interior,
and the developed and underdeveloped re-
gions of the U.S. have widened.

Now, it appears that a new era has opened
with the Administration of President Joseph
Biden. The new balance between economic
efficiency and economic equity now appears
to be once again emphasizing a more equi-
table distribution of economic growth and
opportunities for both people and regions.
The Great Lakes region has been falling be-
hind by almost every measure and needs sub-
stantial attention to reverse economic and
environmental challenges. A Great Lakes
Authority is as vital a development tool for
the Biden-Harris Era of today as TVA was
for the Roosevelt Era of the 1930s.

——————

HONORING DETECTIVE PAUL
NEWELL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arkansas (Mr. WOMACK) for 5 minutes.

Mr. WOMACK. Madam Speaker, it is
with profound sorrow and endless ap-
preciation I rise today to honor the life
of Detective Paul Newell of the Benton
County Sheriff’s Office in Arkansas.

He was one of Arkansas’ finest law
enforcement officers, a man who lived
his life driven by a call to serve.

For more than two decades, he
donned the badge. More importantly,
he embodied the integrity and prin-
cipled character the shield demands.
He wore the uniform knowing it
brought risk, but it also brought the
reward of keeping Arkansans safe.

Detective Newell was one of the
brave. He didn’t pursue a career of
comfort but one where he faced danger,
helped those in need, and upheld the
rule of law. He was devoted to being a
guardian of the community he so loved.

It was in that spirit of service,
Madam Speaker, while escorting the
Wreaths Across America procession in
northwest Arkansas, that Detective
Newell was tragically killed in an acci-
dent involving his motorcycle in the
line of duty 4 days ago.

He served in the military and was a
veteran, patrol deputy, patrol sergeant,
training sergeant, lieutenant, detec-
tive, and volunteer member of the
Gravette, Arkansas, Fire Department.
Wearing the uniform was fundamental
to his life.

Those roles are only second to the ti-
tles he cherished most: proud son, hus-
band, father, and grandfather. Our
heartfelt sympathies are with his par-
ents, his wife, his daughters, and his
grandchildren.
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I end with a sentiment that epito-
mizes the many accolades that have
been shared by his fellow brothers and
sisters in blue from Benton County
Sheriff Shawn Holloway. ‘“We are be-
yond saddened at the loss of our fallen
brother and friend. Detective Paul
Newell was one of the most respected
deputies at our agency. His presence
can never be replaced, but his legacy
will remain through the hundreds of
people he has trained. I ask that every-
one continue to keep his family and
fellow deputies in their prayers.”

Madam Speaker, God bless Detective
Paul Newell. His memory is a blessing,
and the Third District of Arkansas is
forever thankful to have had such a
dedicated hero keeping us safe.

————————

POSTAL SERVICE ELECTRIC
VEHICLE ACQUISITION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New York (Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY)
for 5 minutes.

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Madam Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate the Postal Service on its
recent announcement to purchase a
new vehicle fleet, 75 percent of which
will be electric vehicles. I also rise to
thank President Biden for his vision
that led this country to that decision.

Yesterday’s announcement by the
Postal Service would not have been
possible without the steadfast efforts
of the Biden-Harris administration, in-
cluding the landmark legislation Presi-
dent Biden signed into law earlier this
yvear, the Inflation Reduction Act, and
the postal reform legislation, which I
authored.

I personally thank President Biden
for his important leadership on this
issue. His efforts to ensure that our
Federal fleets, particularly the Postal
Service fleet, transition to electric ve-
hicles as soon as possible are a critical
step to a cleaner environment and a
more sustainable future for all Ameri-
cans.

As chair of the Oversight and Reform
Committee, electrifying the Postal
Service fleet has been one of my top
priorities for the last several years. I
have spoken and written to the Post-
master General numerous times about
the importance of adopting an all-elec-
tric fleet, and the committee has held
briefings and hearings several times on
this issue.

The Postal Service operates a fleet of
nearly 230,000 cars and trucks. That is
roughly one-third of the entire Federal
fleet. It is the second largest fleet in
our Nation and should set the standard
for this Nation.

Unfortunately, this fleet is rapidly
aging, with many vehicles already
more than three decades old. The old
postal trucks are often unsafe, have
high maintenance costs, and get ter-
rible gas mileage.

We cannot afford to continue pol-
luting our environment with unneces-
sary carbon. This is simply unaccept-
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able. We are in the middle of a climate
crisis. The Federal Government should
be leading the charge to reduce carbon
emissions and green its fleets.

That is why I am elated the Postal
Service has made the decision to ac-
quire 45,000 electric next-generation de-
livery vehicles and an additional 21,000
other electric delivery cars and trucks
between now and 2028.

I applaud the Postal Service for its
commitment to purchasing only elec-
tric next-generation delivery vehicles
after 2026, which is part of President
Biden’s vision for the future. This is a
win for the Postal Service, the climate,
and, most importantly, the American
people.

This critical investment would not
have been possible without the $3 bil-
lion President Biden championed and
Congress provided in the Inflation Re-
duction Act. These funds will help pur-
chase these vehicles and build the in-
frastructure necessary to support
them.

These purchases will make the Postal
Service a global leader in the adoption
of electric vehicles and sets an example
for other Federal agencies and the pri-
vate sector as they develop their future
fleets. They are also a testament to
President Biden’s efforts to prioritize
the climate and make the world safer
and more secure for future generations.

I commend the Postal Service for
making this decision, and I look for-
ward to the steps Congress and the ad-
ministration will continue to take to
protect our planet and to green our
planet. This is a great step forward for
a cleaner and better environment.

———

HONORING PITTSBURGH ATH-
LETES ROBERTO CLEMENTE AND
FRANCO HARRIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. KELLY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, I rise today in honor of sev-
eral Pittsburgh athletes. The first is a
young man named Roberto Clemente.

Roberto Clemente was a tremendous
player for the Pittsburgh Pirates. He
had an 18-year career with the Pi-
rates—3,000 hits, 240 home runs, two-
time World Series champion, and he
had an arm that was incredible. No-
body in the Major Leagues, after get-
ting a single to right field, ever made a
wide turn at first base. Clemente would
throw them out, throw it behind them.

As we remember him as a baseball
player—and this is his last hit, which
was a double where he got his 3,000th
hit—one of the things I really admired
about Roberto Clemente was not the
fact that he was a great athlete, that
he was a great leader, but that he was
a great humanitarian.

Roberto died on December 31, 1972.
That is 50 years ago this New Year’s
Eve. He was on a mission trip to de-
liver aid to the victims of an earth-
quake in Nicaragua. Mr. Clemente was
only 38 years old.
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